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FOREWORD
The ten years which have elapsed since the passage of the
Library Services Act of 1956 have been ten years of stupendous de-
velopment in library service in the United States. In the belief that a
major factor in the library development has been and will continue to
be federal legislation for libraries, the Graduate School of Library
Science decided to review, in its Thirteenth Annual Institute at Aller-
ton Park, federal legislation directly or indirectly related to libraries,
with a view to evaluating past benefits and formulating guidelines for
the future.
To this end, participants were asked to study for background in-
formation the brochure "Federal Library Legislation, Programs, and
Services," reprinted from the February 1966 ALA Bulletin; and
speakers were asked to discuss the impact of federal legislation, to
criticize constructively the administration of present programs, and
to suggest possible improvements to enable all librarians to deal in-
telligently with the opportunities and responsibilities proliferated by
federal legislation related in any way to libraries and librarianship.
Discussion sessions, which were lively, tended throughout the
conference to emphasize the necessity for "thinking big" in planning
programs and expenditures, for fearlessly pushing implementation of
library service to all in every possible way, especially including ef-
ficient cooperation among all types of libraries, not merely among
libraries of the same type within a given area. Repeatedly, by
speakers and by discussant pronouncement, librarians were reminded
of the necessity for a national library services network, the necessity
for coordinating programs to serve a unified purpose if there is to be
wise spending of funds available from so many separate legislative
acts if there is to be true realization of the aim: superior library
service to all.
Throughout the Institute participants were reminded that, whether
librarians approve or not, libraries have become a part of the politi-
cal process, with emphasis upon money as the essential ingredient of
all progress in library service. To cope with this political aspect of
librarianship, with the explosion of knowledge, with the ever -increasing
use of automation in performing library services, a new type of li-
brarian is needed. To produce this new model is the responsibility of
library education now and in the future.
The committee planning the program for the Institute is especi-
ally indebted to Dr. Herbert Goldhor, Director, Graduate School of
Library Science, who helped so materially in determining the scope
and development of the Institute proceedings. Faculty colleagues by
their advice and participation also contributed much.
Arrangements for the Allerton institutes are traditionally
handled by the Division of University Extension. The committee is
particularly grateful to Mr. Timothy Sineath, who holds an appoint-
ment in D.U.E. and who is a candidate for the Certificate of Advanced
Study in the Graduate School of Library Science. Thanks are also due
to Mr. Eugene H. Schroth, Assistant Director of Allerton House, and
to his colleagues.
Winifred Ladley, Chairman,
Planning Committee
Oliver T. Field
Guy Garrison
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